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—SEPTEMBER 1 9 8 9 —
THE ALACHUA ASTRONOMY CLUB MEETS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT THE DOYLE
CONNER BUILDING, S.W. 34th STREET AND 20th AVENUE AT 7 PM. EVERYONE INTERESTED
IN ASTRONOMY IS INVITED TO ATTEND.
CALL CHARLES TARJAN AT 377-7403, FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON MEETINGS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES.
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ENCOUNTER WITH

NEPTUNE...
THE VOYAGER FLYBY.

A FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT
featuring
DAN DURDA
Graduate Student
University of Florida
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BRING YOUR 'SCOPES i i i
To the September MEETING...After the meeting we will, weather permitting,
set up either in the parking lot, or other mutually chosen place to do some
observing, some sharing, and some learning about our equipment. AND, although
not certain, a GAINESVILLE SUN reporter has expressed some interest in the Club,
so help out and PARTICIPATE!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!
Plan on taking part in the "Second Annual Chiefland Starparty" on the
weekend of September 28th to October 1. This f our day astro-extravaganza
under the dark sky of northwest central Florida is destined to become as well
known as Stellafane or the Texas Starparty.
The area opens Thursday afternoon...cost is $5 per night if you have
a instrument, no cost if you do not! Camping i s available for $15 for the
weekend, and toilets and cold showers will be p rovided. Also, hotdogs and
cokes will be available, and participants will receive a discount at a local
restaurant.
There will be astrophoto contests, with f ilra processing available on site.
During the day you can view solar flares on a C 14, watch model rockets and RC
A 25 inch scope will be on sit
aircraft. There may be a tour of Rosemary Hill
Don Parker will be guest speaker. See elsewher e in this issue for map, or call
A
Billy Dodd for additional information at 493-08 35. S W A P A r t s a|\U >.

Neptune
.George Russell
— T h e encounter with Neptune during the month of August should be/was
spectacular!
.
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In reading up on this planet, I came across an interesting antidote
regarding its discovery. In the texts that I had read, the story was told
in several ways; in great detail and the other rather superficially. At
some risk to what actually happened, my version will focus on what seems
to me to be most important.
It seems that during the early days of the actual discovery of the
planet Uranus (before Neptune was even thought of), that the orbit of Ura
nus as calculated was perceived to be "perturbed" or disturbed due to some
force additional to that which causes its regular motion. Perhaps there
was another planet whose gravitational effect on the orbit of Uranus was
producing the observed effect. Only two (?) mathematicians of the day
worked on the problem posed simply as follows: Given the changes m the
orbit of Uranus, find by mathematical means, the mass and the position oi
the hypothetical new planet and then, from the derived theoretical position,
actuallv discover the Dlanet with a telescope.
The two men were John Couch Adams of St. John's college, Cambridge,
and a French astronomer, Urbain Jean Leverrier. Adams was first to finish
but his colleagues were somewhat skeptical of his results and were slow,
some five years, to report Adams' findings.
Leverrier, on the other hand, was more successful; he had completed
his calculations in just two years. He then sent them to J.G. Galle of the
Berlin Observatory. Galle picked up the new planet almost immediately and
instantly sent news of its discovery to Leverrier. It was Leverrier s wish
that the new planet be called Neptune
There is some discussion on why Adams did not report on his work earlier
and apparently there were some bad feelings. Adams had not reported any of
his work in the scientific journals. Adams took no part in the discussions
that followed.
.
By a great stroke of luck, Neptune then happened to be in one part or
its orbit that permitted of a solution of the problem; otherwise the efforts
of both Adams and Leverrier would have been doomed to failure. It now ap
pears that if the incident had occurred 75 years earlier, or 75 years later,
the problem proposed to them would have been insolublel
Adapted from: "Astronomy", Fred Hoyle.

UF ASTRONOMY TEACHING OBSERVATORY: View celestial objects
through an 8-Inch (20 cm) aperture
Clark Refractor, a 12V4 inch aperture
(32 cm) Cassegrain Fridays (when UF is
In session) from 8:30 to 10 p.m. at the
observatory, UF campus, south of the
Reitz Union parking lot driveway &
west of the Engineering Building. Call
392-5294 after 7:30 p.m. Fridays in
case of cloudy weather. Call 392-2052
for Sunday evening tours.
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ON BECOMING "EXPERT"

Recently your editor received a phone call
concerning something celestial. Surprisingly, I
responded with a fairly accurate answer (which I
later verified in the "Handbook"). I pondered
this, because I don't feel expert--I mean, there
are "PROS" in our club...people that deftly swing
their scopes to some vague part of the sky and
announce "there's M293." Or, who look through your
scope and state without-a-doubt-in-their-voice
that you need to tweak the upper left mirror
adjustment to really collimate your scope.
But, I realized that during the past year or
so, I have learned somethings from associating
with the AAC bunch! We all have something to
offer one-another, but only if we take part in
the Club! So, make this a banner year for the
AAC...and YOURSELF! .Become a EXPERT--get INVOLVED!

